
 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO QMA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING JULY 2021 

 

Overview  

The 2020/21 season was unlike any previous season in that we had to live with the presence of the 

Covid 19 Pandemic and its consequences. The impact was substantial in that we were governed by 

a new set of rules and subject to possible shut down of our activities with very little notice. 

Additionally when our competition did commence we had the constant presence of cleaners at the 

venue and this was accompanied by the requirement that QMA met the costs of that cleaner each 

and every competition at the QSAC venue. 

 

We started the season not knowing what to expect in terms of athlete numbers, particularly as we 

had to cancel the 2020 AMA National Championships that were to be held in Queensland at a very 

late stage of preparations and we knew of the extreme disappointment this had caused to the 

athletes. However we were pleased with the numbers attending as the season progressed, and also 

welcomed back some of the athletes who had joined specifically to compete in the Nationals.  

 

We finished the season in an unusual fashion, primarily because the 2021 hosts for the AMA 

Nationals, ACT Masters, also had to cancel the Championships due to be held in Canberra. This 

allowed us to bring forward our State Championships and our season actually finished several 

weeks before the scheduled date. 

 

Competition Matters 

I want to thank our competition programming team of Wilma Perkins and Heather Doherty for the 

effort they made to get as many competition dates as possible, and to present a programme that 

provided for the expectations of our athletes. It was not easy - we had to compete for dates with 

other athletics organisations and had to compete within a tight timeframe to contain the unexpected 

cleaning costs at the venue. Additionally Wilma took on the responsibility of being the QMA Covid 

contact, requiring a considerable workload involving ensuring our compliance with the Covid 

Safety Plan, writing such plans and attending to weekly booking requirements. Further personal 

details of every person entering the facility to compete, officiate or spectate had to be recorded, 

hand sanitising was required as well as social distancing (outside the track area). A different set of 

rules applied to persons once they were within the competition arena. 

 

We have a unique situation in Queensland with competitions in that we have Brisbane and Gold 

Coast competing in track and field during summer months whilst activities in North Queensland 

(the area from Rockhampton north) compete during winter. I briefly report on these competitions as 

together they comprise the bulk of our activities during a competition year. 

 

Brisbane  

Rod Walke was again the backbone of the activities for Brisbane and was assisted by a local group 

of volunteers. Once again there was a shortage of administrators to assist but the season was 

successful as Rod will report. However I envisage that the difficulties in getting competition dates 

will continue this coming year. 

Gold Coast 

Difficulties with their competition venue and the lack of of electronic timing and sufficient field 

event facilities again impacted the activities this past season.  Alf Lakin was in charge but has now 

retired and and we wish him well. He gave many years of service to the Club and Chris Brack will 

now hopefully move the membership and activities forward in the coming season. 

North Queensland 

Andrew Ford has represented the Region on the QMA Committee and has reported regularly on the 

impacts of Covid in the activities of the various clubs, however many successful competitions were 

hosted and membership is still strong in this area. The arrangement whereby all Masters athletes 



 

 

must register with Clubs in the Region and are then affiliated with QMA seems to work well and 

this will continue for the current season. 

 

Championships and Special Events 

Once again a full championship programme was completed for the summer events, however the 

cancellation of the Gold Coast Marathon in July has impacted both Queensland and AMA events 

that were part of the GC Marathon. During the Brisbane season the Memorial events were also 

conducted successfully. We must thank Graeme Cox and Ian Malouf for their efforts in gaining 

sponsorship for the Tom Gould 300 metres finals. Athletes who made the finals appreciated the 

prizes given. 

 

One negative that arose unexpectedly related to difficulties with the electronic starting pistol, 

something that caused the considerable concern as track results had the potential to be rejected for 

record claims. Luckily this did not happen. 

 

Non Stadia Events 

Thanks to Irene Davey for her continued work in ensuring the road running, cross country and road 

race walking competitions took place during the winter season. Queensland Athletics again 

provided access to their events which eased the organisational burden, but this section of our 

activities still tends to be neglected in comparison with the track and field events, something that 

needs to be given more attention in the coming season. It is clearly evident that many Masters now 

compete regularly in the Park Run activities and this is proving very popular. 

 

Officials and Volunteers 

The athlete volunteer system was tried again this season with Judy Cooper, although retired from 

our sport, taking an active role in contacting athletes and seeking their assistance in taking a turn to 

act as an official. This was reasonably successful and I thank Judy for her work and dedication.  

 

Lorraine Birtwell worked hard to attract volunteers to assist with the administration of meets in 

Brisbane and her efforts were rewarded when some excellent recruits from Volunteering 

Queensland came forward. Their work in photo finish and entry/ results processing certainly helped 

and we have invited them to return for next season. It seems at least 3 or 4 will be back as they 

really enjoyed their time with us. Well done Lorraine. 

 

Administration 

As with everything else Covid impacted QMA management committee meetings with only one 

meeting conducted face to face and that was in May this year. The rest were held under Zoom 

conditions, but these were successful in that there were good attendances and administration matters 

were satisfactorily dealt with during the year. Special thanks to Brian Key for facilitating these 

meets and also to Lee-Anne Nelson for her work in ensuring these meetings were successful. 

 

PROBLEM AREAS 

Promotion and Marketing 

This is a vital area for QMA and we did not perform any of these responsibilities in the past year. 

There were various reasons for this but now that QMA has a new Logo we can proceed with the 

printing of suitable material to support these activities. A key factor in being successful with this 

undertaking is obtaining the services of someone who is prepared to put in the effort in undertake 

the work. Your Committee will be seeking expressions of interest, with these activities required 

across all areas where our activities operate. 

 

 

 



 

 

Coaching 

Once again we did not undertake coaching activities, primarily because of the Covid restrictions 

and uncertainty as to what each week would bring. Attention will be given to this area in the 

coming season with several coaches already approached to provide sessions for interested members 

and new members. These arrangements will be finalised once the Tokyo Olympics are concluded. 

 

Officials Education 

The availability of all courses online is something that QMA has not taken advantage of and we 

need to encourage interested members to get involved with this programme. Several of the throwers 

have done so and this is proving beneficial in the current winter throwing competitions in Brisbane 

and the Gold Coast. Knowing the rules are how to apply them in competitions is a basic 

requirement and we need to promote that fact. 

 

Coordination Roles 

Many of the activities in our sport can be divided into smaller units that can be successfully 

administered by either individuals or a small group. Currently we have a very small number of 

persons doing a wide range of jobs to keep our sport operating and providing services. 

The old adage ‘many hands make light work’ does apply to our sport. ACT Masters have very 

successfully applied this system to their organisational and competition activities and in the coming 

season a list of duties will be advertised seeking the involvement of interested people to try and ease 

the burden that currently sits with the QMA Management Committee. I hope some members will 

get involved as there is no doubt the quality of our sport will improve. 

 

A good example is the work done by Craig Elliott with the Website, Kevin Ryall with the online 

Magazine and Irene Davey with our Facebook. 

 

Conclusion 

I want to thank each of the Management Committee members for their work this year. All 

contributed to another successful year, albeit under very difficult circumstances. I also wish to thank 

those members who stepped up and put in an extra effort to make things better for our sport. 

This will be my last year in the administration of our sport. My involvement now extends since the 

mid 1980’s and it is time for me to attend to some other interests in my life in future years. 

I wish everyone a successful year of competition, and more importantly, a year where you enjoy the 

interaction with your fellow athletes and others who share your enjoyment of our sport. 

 

Stan Perkins 

QMA President 


